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SCIENCE CITY OF MUÑOZ, NUEVA ECIJA – Department of 
Agriculture Undersecretary for Agro-Marine Industrial Systems 
(DA-AMIS) Arrey A. Perez visited PHilMech to provide instructions 
and recommendations on the necessary interventions needed to 
accelerate the implementation of the agency’s various programs. 
The activity was held at the PHilMech Training Hall on June 9. 

Cabanatuan Cooperative Advances Through 
Modern Farm Machinery

CABANATUAN CITY, NUEVA ECIJA – The Cabanatuan City Seed Growers 
Multipurpose Cooperative, a beneficiary of the Rice Competitiveness 
Enhancement Fund Mechanization Program, continues to improve its 
operations through modern farm machinery. To support its certified seed 
production, the cooperative also acquired a rice precision seeder. 
 
On June 2, PHilMech conducted a technical demonstration to help the 
cooperative maximize the machine’s use and benefits.

Christine V. Ang

PHilMech Participates in DA Secretary Tiu 
Laurel’s Visit to Samar 

Christine V. Ang

MAPANAS, SAMAR - PHilMech participated in the visit of Department of Agriculture 
Secretary Francisco P. Tiu Laurel Jr. to Mapanas, Samar on June 11 by showcasing the 
programs and interventions provided to farmers. 
 
Featured in the exhibit were a Rice Combine Harvester and a Four-wheel Drive Tractor, 
among the farm machines distributed under the Rice Competitiveness Enhancement 
Fund Mechanization Program. Through the activity, beneficiaries and members of the 
local community gained greater awareness on government support available to help 
improve their livelihoods and increase agricultural productivity.

SCIENCE CITY OF MUÑOZ, NUEVA ECIJA - The 
Casile-Guinting Upland Marketing Cooperative 
(CGUMC) from Cabuyao, Laguna presented its 
Café de Cabuyao coffee blend during a customer 
tasting held on June 3 at Café Luna by Eighteen’s, 
the PHilMech canteen. The activity led by the 
Enterprise Development Division aimed to gather 
feedback and assess consumer acceptance of the 
product while highlighting CGUMC as a PHilMech 
Social Laboratory utilizing PHilMech technologies. 
 
CGUMC is expected to be formally linked with 
Café Luna as a supplier of roasted coffee beans, 
with plans to introduce the product to PCC Milka 
Krem and nearby coffee shops in Science City of 
Muñoz and San Jose City. 
 
The initiative also builds on earlier market 
expansion support provided to the cashew 
products of the Alion SEA-K Gracielos Association 
in Mariveles, Bataan.
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During the meeting, PHilMech Director IV, Dionisio G. 
Alvindia, Ph.D., presented the agency’s organizational 
structure and discussed the objectives of its key programs, 
including the Rice Competitiveness Enhancement Fund, 
Coconut Farmers and Industry Development Plan, Philippine 
Salt Industry Development Act, Animal Industry Development 
and Competitiveness Act, Korea Agricultural Machinery 
Industry Complex (KAMIC), as well as the agency’s current 
initiatives. 
 
Director Alvindia provided a briefing on the services PHilMech 

PHilMech Programs Highlighted During DA-AMIS Visit 

offers that support the implementation of DA-AMIS programs, 
including the development and improvement of postharvest systems 
and infrastructure. 
 
In addition, various technologies developed by the agency and 
a tour to the Food Protection Laboratories were showcased as 
part of its continuing efforts to promote farm mechanization and 
postharvest development. 
 
Following the activity, the DA-AMIS proceeded to Cabanatuan City 
for a field visit related to the planned establishment of the KAMIC.
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AMDPC Project Updates Discussed 
in the 5th PSC Meeting

Feidan Lee Morales

QUEZON CITY - PHilMech, together with the Department of 
Agriculture (DA) and its Korean counterparts, conducted the 5th 
Agricultural Machinery Design and Prototyping Center Project 
Steering Committee meeting and workshop on June 4 at the DA-
Central Office in Quezon City. 
 
The committee reviewed the project’s financial implementation 
status, re-alignment of targets and timeline, sustainability plan, 
and technology development updates, as well as the proposed 
time-based extension without additional funding to the existing 
budget. 
 
Interim Director for Research and Development Nelson C. 
Santiago, Ph.D., led the PHilMech delegation in discussing the 
project’s progress and future directions and concluded with 
plans geared toward ensuring the full operational readiness of 
the machines ahead of the Roadshow: Exhibition and Actual 
Demonstration scheduled in early 2027.

Dir. Alvindia presents the full-scale cross-
section of the TYM tractor.

Dr. Kyu-Hong Choi, project leader of of the 
Korean team of AMPDC joins the discussions.
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DA Recognizes PHilMech as 3rd Top-
Performing Attached Agency 

Noel S. Mariano Jr.

QUEZON CITY, MANILA – The Department of Agriculture 
(DA) recognized PHilMech as the 3rd Top-Performing 
Agency among Cluster 3 (Attached Agencies) under the 
Performance Appreciation System for Operating Units for 
Fiscal Year 2025. The award was received by PHilMech 
Director IV Dionisio G. Alvindia, Ph.D. on June 24 at 
the BSWM Convention Hall in Quezon City during the 
celebration of the 128th anniversary of DA. 

PHilMech Strengthens Monitoring 
and Coordination Activities 

Pia Sarina M. Fukasawa

NUEVA ECIJA, CAPIZ, CAGAYAN, LEYTE, BOHOL, 
and KALINGA - PHilMech conducted meetings and 
monitoring with FCA beneficiaries in Nueva Ecija, 
Capiz, and Cagayan from June 15–17 to ensure the 
proper operation and maintenance of machinery. The 
agency also monitored RCEF machineries in Leyte and 
Bohol from June 17–18, confirming these to be in good 
working condition.

On the other hand, a coordination meeting was held 
at the Office of the Provincial Agriculturist of Kalinga 
in Tabuk City on June 15 to discuss the province’s 
application for the Rice Processing System.

MOA Signing for Cacao Processing 
Facility Upgrade Held in Iloilo 

Cristine Joy S. Corpuz

NEW LUCENA, ILOILO – A Memorandum of Agreement for the 
upgrading of the Cacao Processing Facility under the Coconut 
Farmers and Industry Development Plan - Shared Facilities for 
Processing was signed on June 11 in Iloilo. The activity was 
attended by representatives from PHilMech, the Municipal Local 
Government Unit of New Lucena, and the Panay Organization 
for Progressive Agriculture Cooperative. 
 
During the signing, the parties discussed their respective roles, 
responsibilities, and support to ensure the smooth and effective 
implementation of the project.

PHilMech Joins Nationwide Earthquake Drill
PHilMech participated in the Second 
Quarter Nationwide Simultaneous 
Earthquake Drill (NSED) as part of its 
continued compliance for government 
programs on disaster preparedness and 
risk reduction.

Through regular emergency drills 
such as NSED, PHilMech strengthens 
personnel preparedness and reinforces 
its commitment to workplace safety 
and effective emergency response. | 
NSMarianoJr.

PHilMech and partners sign agreement for 
cacao processing facility upgrade.

Special TRC Workshop on Project 
Proposals Conducted 

SCIENCE CITY OF MUÑOZ, NUEVA ECIJA - A Special Technical 
Review Committee (TRC) Workshop on Project Proposals was held 
at the PHilMech AFMECHErn Conference Room from June 1–3 to 
evaluate various project proposals. During the activity, committee 
members exchanged suggestions and recommendations to provide 
more meaningful feedback and strengthen the proposed projects. 
 
The workshop gathered inputs from committee members to further 
refine the project proposals under review, which included the 
following: 
 
Agricultural Mechanization Division Projects 
1. Improvement and Adaptation of Forage Chopper (2nd Reading) 
2. Pilot Testing of PHilMech-Designed Mungbean Sheller (2nd 
Reading) 
3. Development and Performance Evaluation of Mechanical Weeder 
cum Cultivator for Corn and Peanut Farms 
4. Development of Moisture Meter for Raw Dried Seaweed and 
Powdered Seaweed 
5. Pilot Adaptation and Performance Testing of the Improved 
PHilMech Designed Greenhouse Solar Dryer for Seaweeds 
6. PHilMech-KAMICO Collaborative Program - Technology 
Performance Evaluation of Modified Onion Seeder 
 
Bioprocess Engineering Division Projects 
1. Carrageenan Powder from Philippine Kappaphycus alvarezii and 
Eucheuma denticulatum for Industrial Applications 
2. Coconut-Derived Nanodots: A Sustainable Weapon Against 
Multidrug-Resistant Bacteria 
3. Development of Modular Hybrid Cold Storage System for Onion 
under Village Level of Operations 
4. Improved Seaweed Dryer 
5. Unlocking the Potential of Coconut Meat: A Value-Adding 
Approach Through Freeze-Drying Technology

Aejay S. Masangcay
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MAGUINDANAO DEL SUR – Led by PHilMech, a 
groundbreaking ceremony for Integrated White Copra and 
Cooking Oil Processing Facility of the Barangay Campo 
Bangsamoro Agriculture Cooperative (BCBAC) was held on 
June 16 in Barangay Panosolen, General Salipada K. Pendatun.

The facility forms part of the Coconut Farmers and Industry 
Development Plan–Shared Facilities for Processing (CFIDP-
SFP), which aims to increase farmers’ income and improve the 
livelihood of coconut growers.

Representatives from PHilMech, the Philippine Coconut 
Authority, the Philippine Crop Insurance Corporation, and the 
local government attended the event.

Engr. Bartolome S. Tesorero Jr., Interim Head of the Coconut 
Trust Fund–Facility Management and Operations Division (CTF-
FMOD), discussed the objectives of PHilMech and the CFIDP-
SFP in implementing the project and presented other processing 
facilities being promoted by the agency.

Engr. Tesorero said that following the construction, installation, 

New Coconut Processing Facility to Rise in Maguindanao del Sur
Cristine Joy S. Corpuz
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and testing phases, the facility is expected to become operational 
in the first quarter of 2027.

Meanwhile, PHilMech Director III Joel V. Dator emphasized 
that the project is not merely an infrastructure undertaking but 
also an important opportunity to strengthen this most neglected 
agricultural sector.

BCBAC Chairperson Wahid Maneged expressed gratitude to the 
partner agencies for helping realize the project and underscored 
the importance of collaboration in ensuring its success and 
sustaining the benefits it will bring to the cooperative and the 
community.

The facility is expected to promote value-adding activities, cleaner 
production processes, and the efficient utilization of coconut by-
products.

The event concluded with the signing of a Pledge of Commitment 
by the implementing agencies and beneficiary, signifying their 
collective commitment to support the successful implementation, 
sustainability, and continued development of the project.
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PHilMech leads coconut processing facility 
groundbreaking in Maguindanao del Sur.
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